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Nuclear weapons constitute the most massive abrogation of human rights possible and are the ultimate weapon of genocide. I welcome the New Zealand launch of this book and the action being taken in the New Zealand parliament to support the Model Nuclear Weapons Convention. Most member states of the United Nations are calling for immediate negotiations on a convention on nuclear weapons that would ban the development, production, testing, deployment, stockpiling, transfer, threat and even the ultimate use of nuclear weapons.

No physical or financial obstacle is preventing us, within a decade or less, from freeing the world from the man-made scourge of nuclear weapons. The only things lacking are moral leadership and political will. I hope that this book, and supportive actions by parliamentarians and civil society, will help build such political will in New Zealand and around the world.
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